HESITATIONS
localisation of the struggle is concerned, you must admit that such a localisation, in the event of a passage at arms with Serbia, belongs in the realms of pious wishes. Consequently', to my mind everything seems to depend on whether the Austrian demands can be so formulated that, with the help of some pressure from Petersburg and London, they can be accepted in Belgrade; not, however, so formulated that they will of necessity lead to a war ad majorem illustrissimi comitis de Berchtold gloriam."
These warnings^ which were followed in the next week by many similar ones, give him an honourable place in the eyes of history amongst the three German diplomats who saw rightly at that time.
Jagow, who also had long since ceased to believe in the Austrian fetish, but went on worshipping it, quoted Wilhelm Busch against Lichnowsky:
"If you're tired of present company, Look for another, if such there be."
Austria, he argued, was weakened by Balkan crises and had almost ceased to be a Great Power, and for that very reason we must support her. "To be sure, there will be some agitation in Petersburg, but on the whole Russia is not ready to strike at present. Nor will France or England &» anxious for war at the present time. . . . Our group, meanwhile, is becoming steadily weaker. . . . If we cannot attain localisation and if Russia attacks Austria . . . ivff not throw Austria over then. ... 7 desire no pre~ war, but if war should come, we cannot hide behind "
.^•£S?V t^cukdy its close, shows how even the t.ifttefftm* i» these circles never quite overcome education in the students' corps and
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